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2006 was a non-stop year! It was the Commission’s first full year of operation and
instead of spending only one week in London allocating our grant aid to our approved
major aid agencies, we went twice, once in the January for our 2006 allocation and
again in the November for our 2007 allocation, standard practice after an election
year. Throughout all meetings the expertise and experience of the new Commission
shone. 1 believe some of our agencies received a rude awakening to the line up,
however if they had read our 2005 report they would have been aware of the new
make up of the team which now consists of a banker, a lawyer and an accountant. The
banker covered the due diligence required, the lawyer, legalities and the accountant,
the figures and balance sheets, this coupled with our States members proved an
excellent mix.

The poorer nations in the world are growing rapidly with the average woman bearing
seven children in these areas. We question their future and must ask what
opportunities they will have for secure jobs, homes, health and education. In Kenya
the birth rate used to be eight children per mother however with strong political will,
the government has successfully implemented family planning which has reduced this
rate below five. The culture of these poorer nations is towards larger families, mainly
for security and the fear of infant mortality. One woman in five has access to
contraception but the focus for the practice is mainly for HIV/Aids protection.
Currently 1 billion people are without access to clean water, 2.6 billion are with out
proper sanitation with 6000 children dying per day, a staggering 2 million every year!
It is only by having clean water, proper toilet facilities, classrooms with teachers,
clinics with nurses and family planning that we have a key to ending poverty. In other
words water, sanitation, education, primary healthcare and family planning must be at
the top of the list.

In 2006 the distribution of aid and the categories of projects funded shows good
geographic spread and variety. The Commission is committed to providing a hand up
rather than a hand out and ensures that many communities benefit from direct funding
for maximum effect providing contentment amongst its recipients of fair distribution
and less reliance for continued aid. Funding as ever is closely monitored with reports
from agencies being reviewed and recorded for any under spent funding or
discrepancies to the original approved project submitted. The Commission stands firm
in that any agency who does not report back on its projects will risk the chance of not
receiving any further funding. Interestingly the Commission received returns of over
£130,000 in 2006 alone, allowing us to invite agencies to submit additional projects
which could be implemented immediately.

















































































